Lasers in aesthetic surgery.
Lasers are now in their third decade of medical application. The use for aesthetic surgery is relative new. Multiple attempts to use lasers in cosmetic surgery, in the past, resulted in less than desirable results. The current generation of lasers now has multiple applications in aesthetic surgery, with much success in tattoo removal, skin resurfacing, and cosmetic procedures. The plastic surgeon, with an augmented armamentarium, is now able to solve old problems and face new challenges. Careful attention to the fine details will allow the surgeon to avoid problems and complications when using the laser for aesthetic surgery. The ease of using the laser, speed of the procedure, patient satisfaction, and the minimal amount of potential complications all encourage the plastic surgeon to utilize the laser for aesthetic surgery.